APPENDICES

TO MINUTES OF oF L ON THE OF THE
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH{ BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND EUROPE.

No. L.
Delegra fron . Lonon, Big Stqterm!mdmr of Telegraph Departmont, New Zealand, to
o Fog CALG, Ablbide, T

New Zealand, 8th May, 1878.
Comnissioner has soen your elogram dsiros mo tosay Govornment fd it mporsibe toattend
Conterones. Eetter on bourd Arats cxplaining thetx vews oa proposed duplicaton

(Signed) . LEMON.

The Ohicf Seoretary, South Australia, to the Ohicf’ Secretary, Victoria.
Sourn AustRAzia.
Chicf Secretary's Ofice
sim, ‘Adeluide, 24th January, 1878.

Cable Conference held in Sydney in January and Februry of last year, the Government of
ot AR open vegotiions forthe duplction of sub-mavine cabls o conneet ths
colony with Sngapore. I on resolution, negotiations were opened with tho Eastern.
B et er Company. and sommti 1 tho. fahowang propos] Which s now ubinited for e

favourablo consdoration o yout Govarnment.
n Telegraph Company heve intimated that they aro willing, in consideration
5 o second cable from Singaporo direct to Banjoowangie, avoiding

st
of idy of £33,
the Jarg land e s
amount of capital requived for his worky whmh would comprise 2,157 miles of cable of the
PL, s cstimated S £350000. mpany would raiso at six per cent, which would bo
canivalent to he subsidy o eEor, T ndasion to i 1o undorstood.that b the evant of ther ofer
being aceepted, the company will bo propared o duplicate tho cablo between Penang and Singapore, o
distanes o 367 miles, a2 & cost to Hhomaclros of moarly 100,000, for which they ask no subsidy.
"As tho company have recontly, at a cost of about £180,000 from their own resources, provided &
cable connecting Eangoon, and Ponan, should the proposal now submitted be carried out there will be
provided duplicate lines of communicafion bopween Australi and Earope, besides the altornative Toutes
west of India and via China and Sil
Tle recel\tmtermpcxonv between Port Dmm and Singapore have most conclusively shown the
dushmta cables; and, as the proposition now submitted is in every respect reasonable,

wih Austalia boing exempt from confributing in onndarabion: o il wbich she hes
incurrod in orecting, and v st | ineurring i maifaining the oresland e o
cannob be sot dows at loss than £26,000'a yea
In the previous ofe o the compiny laid boforo tho Conforence, they kel for o mbsidy of
£48,600, viz., £32,400 for duplication, caleulated a6 6 per cent. on capital cost, and
Fand. . Thes prosont ertns are dhorefore much. moro favoursblo; and in fac it S ubwrly lmpas~
siblo for any outeidecompany to do tho work chesper and a4 efficiontly.
o the suggentod dupliaton bia Danjoowangie and Champion Bay, Mr. Todd,
Superintendent i e that it wouldinvlve about 350 niles mare eabl thun it s
divet to Port Darwin, Bosidos o cost of an oxte tablishment at Champion Bay.
Phens would also be neaely 400 il of ione) land Toe to trsvoms, o over 2,030 wile from
Champion Bay o Adelailo. Ti would b fortho most part along the cott, and would e
more cxposer to apions thun  lne inland. - Tho route along which oo cubl.fo: Qhemapion Bey
ould bs uid s right in the track of the sonth-cast trades and norﬂx st monsoons, duing the prevalence
of which it would be very difficult, or o to imposstl,to afees aay ropi. s bottom is also
unknown, whercas botwoen Singapore and e of the s gru\md is now woll known 62
the company's officers from several years’ S cablosand it bas boen sacertined
shat the danges to whichthesour axpored, cto grat oxtont be avl
only argument that can be urged in favour of a differont Fonto s tho obisining of » duplisate
land hm, it with sospot o this, exparenco has proved, nof only that the present and lno o Port
Darwin s fully equal to all fh dezmanil tada wpon i b hat it s not isblo to an nterruption of more
than two or three days. ort, Darin line, passiag s i does through the dry interion, is n cireum-
stances exceptionally Rt opid irnatission averlong cirnite, whilt the lnost i bacnon
of local traffic must always give it an advantage over any other lnd. lins of squal length. T need
Raraly sey that thie Govomament Zally Tesise tho rospnsibiiy resing upon trans-
continentel line in the utmost state of efficiency ; and I would add that Mr. o e ‘peculiar
Sorm of insulator adapted for iron poles, which he beliores will prove s effctial sfoguard against
eslages by Tightning and othor caures which vow givo troublo where iron poles are el Alarge
of thess insulators will be ordored by the next out-going mail. =
ith
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With rogard to roduction of xates,the company intimato fhat thoy aro propsrod to roduco their
fariff in consideration of an equivalent subsidy, with respect; to \\'hlch Mr. Knevitt, the compa
ere s siown ihat, caleulaod o he past yea'sfrafls a eluctionof one poy & word s cou Yolong
a ot of £1,000 per snmum, or, in othor. Words, that. & reduction word.(the company’s
‘prosent rate between Port Darwin and Turope, exclusive of sttmlnu ml New e T
mond means a o o tho company of £20,000 4 year; and it should bo borae i ind that where tho cos

messago undor the reduced raio would still be considerable, no very great increase of business can

bo Looked for as resulting from the proposed reduction.

is_Government, therefore, consider that this is a question the consideration of which may be
‘postponed till the more urgent matter of the duplication of cable is c().,.l,me«

TIn view of the great importance to the whole of the colonies of securing a second cable, T would

cckElly uk your casly consievation o the astern Etcnsion Telegraph Companys propossl, o tha

e q\lestmn ‘may be finally dealt with without further delay.

Thave, &.,
The Honourablo th Chiof Sccrotary, Victoria. (sd) WILLIAM MORGAN.

No. 3.

EEEORT OF A VISIT BY IHE AGENIS.GENERAL TOR, JIOIORIA AND NEW ZEALAND
RNTON, (.B., ETARY OF THE PUBLIC WORKS, RAILWAY, A

ARRGRADI DIOAKISRD or THE INDIA OFFICE, AND JO
ON THE QUESTION OF BEST MODE OF DUPLICATING EXISTT

Woisicd Mx. Thomton, by appointument, buvng provousy sont to bim 1 mh‘od\wtnrﬁ letter
m tho Calonial Offce.  Wo Tousd. b cxecedingly b llm to gi all fhe information which his
s bk atont, 15e expisacd to us that, under on Act ok the-Counsil of Tndis, tho Tudion Gorern:
‘ment issued Ticenses to telegraph companies, subject to i ‘X[)El-lhu\ conditions, ~He further informed
u that India was a party to the Intornational Telegraph Convention, and bound by us rcgulnhmu with
o praciel applicaton of wiich Colonel Champain was more, pintielarly acquante
A e P e EImlo-hum])mn Tl ,,r h Depm'mvcnt
joined us by Mr. Thomtunxruquext conveyed to Golonel Ol Ampﬂll\ during the_inte: ted
St incacacel xaxs pox mandvhichsincthe lest Goaveation, he Tasbents and Tndo: ]‘.urupv'm uu.pﬂn,
appeared to have received for the transmission of messages W e ool Burope. In re
wero told that this increase was sanctioned by, and settled at, the Conventior Generally, the )osmuu
was thus oxplained to us. Tho Indian Government concur with the Convention in the opinion that i
D e
1

T ! ae W{ORA‘NDU\[

hhml ‘Dbeing :Lhaluhed and to the estnblhhm nt of a monopoly. I 'J y think it pre roferable to .upulate for
t they consider fair charges. As Australin was not represe: thexeforeuo pary to the
Gnnwnnou, ﬂmu rules (lo nut myplv Dbeyond hldm but as bct ween India 'u\d Europe, there. 'u(- 'two

companies do- uropenn, and both of these uro bound by (o G
The companies hovo elso to caml)ly with the conditions m.pom\ 3. the Govoran There scoms to bo
120 dous thal, oven wero tho o companis fo b willng o compete e ‘messagos, the Indian
department would not consent to their doing so by the reduction of their rates, unless both companies
zeduced cqually. Tn short, the Govemment of India seoms t0 adoptaltogether fho Convention pliey of
discouraging competition, but at the sume time evincoa s Unporition o repress unduo charges,  Ther
doas not 1ppoa, howover, o s, to bo any adequata machinery by which uadue afes crn bo Thogother
prevented. The companies virtually fix their own rates, and, when they agree, fhere does not scem to be
‘much, if any, difficulty in the way of such rates being "cofablishod. Possbly’tho ot mayite
evidenc as to traffic, income, business, and oxpenses, bub wo did not learn by what pro quiry they
were guided when ﬂw rafes. It is very probable that ﬂ\esc tuennml Lammmns fnulm in some
Fushion. itemational mogotiations affecting the conditions of © g messages 5 but, in regard to
inally fcing ho rates, we doubt whethor fho Conveution s o most. suitablo body. to_ porforun such &
function. Tt may bo that it prevonis, or discour in coning info play, o certain amount of compe-
ition whic otborwise might esd o fhe conclusion that in tho long. Tun Jow cable rates would pey bettor

an high onos, W wrs told by both Mr. Thornton and Colonel Champain.that thers would bo no
S objection whatever to the Australian and Now Zealand Governments being represented at

uturo Conventions ; and wo strongly rcwmmeml hat they should bo so reprosented, 4 i is obvious that
any unrepresented interest on such an occasion is to some extent at the mercy of those to whom the
actual making of the regulations is entrusted

ARCID. MICHIE.
1st June, 1877. JULIUS YOGEL.

Homorandum by the Agonts-Goneral of Victoria and Now Zealond.

Holloving tho interviow which we jontly. had with Mr. Thoraton nd Colonel Champai, st the
Indinn, Offes,and tho roport of tho sune which wo proparo ad_ the honour to transmit to our
respoctivo Govormments, v huvo carofully considered and dxcusted. d\e e B e

communtoation with Australia and New Zealand  and e think 1 desiuble fo place upan rocord ho con-
clusions at which wo have arived.
nimpomiila £ sxsggeratortho mportanco commerdialy,poiialy, nd socally of mainaining
telographic comiunication between Burope and Australasia (in Which term wo include New Zealand and
Tasmania). Apart from the imumerable adrantagos which faclites oe e e R
not only 10 the colonis, but to al persons having any dealings with thom, tho rapidity of the progross of
e it il in & ereat manshie o si5eeted by, the oxtemt o which snch fasilitics'ses promoted
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and maintained. Tt is, of course, evident that Australusia depends greatly for its future progress upon

low of population from without, as also upon the increase of the number of those who, in one shapo

or snother, utrodco capital o, or opon business clations with it Unles tho calonos aro o be lft to

dopend for the neresso of theif popuation and. resourees on. tho natural eronso of tho prosont. small

popum"m and on the labours alone of the present settlers and their descendants, they must look forward
{0 emigraion from moro numeronly peopled couniris. e usoof th tlcgraph has becomo so popul

rded as almost  niecessary adjunct to our daily 1ifo ; and nothing would more rofard tho

introduston of fesh poptlation and. capil f0.the Aeieliia, cotobie i thefoaing that Shoss who

come_connected with these distant countris might find themselves outside the range of telegraphic

commupiatio

¢t it lmo of tlograph slrady ety but in repectto that partoftho outo ovr which
thero is uuly a single lino of communication there is the danger at any moment of interruptior
such dango? oxista thoro is 1 idisposiion to resort to tho teegraph (o anything like o extont to i
T miht be deponded on, mhiet i far it i st tho Loss I case of inforrupted communiation to
those who are in the habi The uses and of the telegraph
el P T e merely to
individuals b fo o Siate
-omplete duplicate system from end to end can alone, in our opinion, give to Australasia that

mwnn\:lc ety ber pnterests ud wellbeing doma

he employment of tho telcgraph is evidently largely affected by the tariff, which to the oxtent to
which Sl ol beyond tho resch o all who do not belon o tho morsafuont claeos i
equivalen to obstruction to the use of the telegraph. The arguments in favour of the telegraph are
argmentsin favour of it boing placed within ho rchof the massof e tent byit. W
domot, as will be seon, urgo that those, bo they fow or many, who do not direfly doive bt from tho
lograph should be lasgely or permanently texed. o seve. panso 1o those wh immedietsly cmploy it
bt o sonsider that the mattr s so importans that the Sinto may reasonably be expected 80 4ol thak

to il those who roqui tho sorvio of o tolegraplh in procuring that sevico ou tho s
favourablo terms, conssent with tho mc\'xtnblenmped.\menls which may stand i tho way,
incline to thinlk also that tho interests at stake, being as they aro e

Bosohiolarae: Holt your oy GUEE NG T loke i ,.mm hands.  Much, if not all, that can bo said
in faroue of the Govornmonts working the lines of telegraph within the colonies seems fo us to be appli-
cable to the dosimblity o their working the exterior lines which form the means of communication
P o e
1 1 imposaible to read. tho eport wo wrote on oux interviey with Me, Thommion and Colonel
, and also to cablo h Australasia, 1ot to b
i o Tk tht b vt o the colonies have beeu prefudiced e ey
20 control over exterior cable lin
ato Conference held in Syduey nothing definte was docided as o the mods of duplcstion,
but tho reprosentatives usly voted in favour of such duplication where necessary, and a
A ey et L T T e
heroto, in proportion 1o their respactivo papulations,  Th folowing s the lost GF the o reselations o

“1. That it is desirable to extend and improve the means of telegraphic communication
botwoen Auctralin and Buropo, by tho duplication, whero necesary, of ho cable or lines

“2. That any s osean cables to_ connet Australia with Burope shall be borme by
LA assenting thereto, in proportion o populatior

he Conference also decided in favour of a_ subsidy of £20,000 as the proposed consideration for
the futur reduction of the tarift to six shillings 4 word, Tho reolution to_this offect vas supported by
tho repreentat coloni N ales, Queensiand, South Australia, and Victori.
Dho ropres o Now mum e ot e T voting. Th toxt
bh

6. Dl tho Governments of South Ausiralis,and Now South Wales bo empowerod to make

36 the Bastorn Tstonsion Telograph Company for a redustion of message

sarit fo six ﬂuumg, o word, s » subsidy not oxconding £20,000 po suaun, terminablo

at one ye: and_ that such subsidy be bome by the respective colonies, in
BeuBGHHoR o poptiaton, sy cclony to b6 st Hberty 1o withaay 65 hks oS

Erom thess rsslutions i s clear that tho Coufernee contemplted, and s reprosentativs more
orlews approred, o subsidy fora duplication, as well as of £20,000 for o fedution of the tarif; and w
think w o a7 i€ both thess. subjaetaris | o Auplicatibn: sacl reducHoR, can e procurelfors
pmmn GE about £20,000 for o linited term, that such . rentlt s much mofo Tavourablo. than the

ference expected, and is one {0 which the members assembled thereat would i all probabiliy have
- unanimous and cordial appro

i wall 0 obsereo that the reduction to six shillings meant a reduction to that price, exclusive of
fho st o s e BN Ausiralan Contin
Tro

ent.

at we have alrady said it w e been understood that the object to which wo attach

most importaneo 1n_ this communieation 1, that the Goveraments should. fake. charge. of telograph
cable commu e

ill dissent from the principle who bave observe how admirably the telegraph has been
lnrm:gf.ll b e uricus Goveraments of the. cclonics. ey may be eid 1o hare s the Ghsinple iss
followed in Great Britain, of cheap Lelegmph commummmn e Bt popular
lss this plan beceme that, notwidistanding tho oppositon in his countey o amyihing surouring o

et s ohsacion a e 5 o telegmph cing carried on at an apparent loss, which of course
means that th taxpayors who are not immediately benefited by the telegraph aro mado to contribute to

i oot bamel o o i chsdoly s i
» Australasia
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stralas in slation o the cables is somewat in the position that Groat Briten ocoupid fn
it o e linos when she determined to acquiro thom, Oxly in the one case there
amesons intereaty b deal with “whilet in h. oat! o ihs siblos ho Goermmonts mowld substantslly
have to deal with one company only.

"Whibetes we Bave wid i Favote of Govemment, and againsh privete cosfrol of the cables, b i of
course not dosigned to roflect on the company o whose praiseworthy encrgy and enterprise Australasia owos
st that she b posesred, and il possssos, elograpl communiation with the outor world,

astern Bxtension Company deservos woll of tho colonics, and its claims cannot be overlooked.
Tt would protaby be deomed iibol n_Govemmonts, and. would prove wery disouraging o future
private enterprise, if, with money borrowed as low as they can now borrow, the Grovernments were to g0
nto oppostion {0 the compeny withont giving it the apportuity oF " disposing Of s mtoreste on
reasonably favourable torms to itself. The same consideration should be given to the company as that
hich the govermment of @ sity i give to oxisting water and gas works aftor it had dotermined
that the city should in future tal the chazge of supplying tho inhabitants with gas and water,

Betore exectmx fresh works all reasonable offorts should be made to acquire existing ones. We
ihink,therefoe,the Governmentsshould irly recompenso o sompeny by buying its Imes, 1 preforence
to constructing others on

o coispiny b & good. Caplisnts system Detween Penang and Tndis, and, it is to bo prosumed,
contemplate duplicating tho line betweon Singuporo and Ponang, inco Pondor's memo., dated

October 3rd, 1876, he says=—*This company, however, already possesses one line botweon smswm and
Tndia, and has entered ato a contract for 4 second, which will be laid down by the end of the present
year”

e the Australaion lincsxegch Sngapore,they fall o tho aytom th vy for Obi, W
thmk it would be desirable o arrange for the use without purchase of the lines from Singapore to India,
ey phceguing o shtus 1t the duglidation hobwoon Bisgapess and Bask s couploted, Comuier’
O L e e e iy
good ones aro available. Two lines from Singapore fo India would be sufficient for all purposes; s
‘therefore, both the Governments and the company must benefit by a suitable avrangement. ~ We would
suggest that in thp event of the i sv]]vvlg its line between Smga ore and Port Darwin to the
sho D
Singapore and. mm, for a lumy yearly paymmvc o st = e e of e
ection and increasing each year by five per cont, for such tite as may be agreed on. Thus the Govern-
Taonty will b abie o fx el own i bo Tocin whist sl usiag the Sompeay's lines beween Siagapore
and India. The arrangements must, however, be mad in such a manner as to meet the contingency of
the British and Tndian Governments acquiring the lines between India and Singapore, & result \vhmh we
ke willno bo unlikly to Zallo th courss we proposs the Ausrelasian. Govornincnts shall t
serve from o pmnmp}. in the Argus ﬂmt W. J. Cracknell, the Sﬂ‘imani(‘ndrut of
’l‘ele \sp\u fn Queensland, has
B e e e e e
nmd is probably & renewal of the plan arranged between the Unvcrmnentx of New South Wales, Nev
Zaﬂmd and Queensland and Mr. Audley Coote, in 1873. The project was to carry a land line up the
Malay Poninsula to Tevoi, on the Tenessarim frontier; the Indian Giovornment to extond their Jines from
Moulmein to Tovoi. The King of Siam was to give a concossion for carrying the line up the Peninsula,

and the projectors were in return to run a branch line to Bankok i in S en Sir Daniel Cooper,
Mz. Daintree, and Sir Julius Vogel commenced negotiating with Messrs. Siemens Brothers to carry out,
the arrangement made by their agent, M. Cmm P g given to the pmpusul Toute

Leed e im0 B
Thure good suthoriey for saying that S D. oo B e e
doubt the success of the projoct. They were ed it was vory questionable if tho independent Chiefs
i the Pontnels would. rewpeet the R s concession ; besides, the vegetation along tho reuto
was 80 rankly huxurious that o keep the o opon would msolve considerable expense. So dot ul wore
thoy of the proposal that, in one of their lotters fo Messrs. Siemens Brothers, they wrote:—< Wi
respect to the Malay Peninsula, beieen Pensng and Singapore, e mush inform you that we shall
sipulate in gaso that line doos mot work safisfacorily,tha wo bo st lbory to call upon you o ey o
cable )

oo e 7 be inferod that the Colonil reprosentatives doubted the suscesof the lino ron
40 56 s Pencus WEILh Ueyond fhat, Soisbo b promnicd, thoy thought s cable ol molately voguisite. W
make these romarks to show that we huve duly considercd M. Crocknells el el
however, that the plan we are now suggesting is so much more favourable to Queensland as well as to the
other. wlomex, that Mr. Cracknell, of whose ability we are well aware, is l\ot we thinl, at all likely to
dispute it.

To resume, we have not come to the conclusions we have indicated without satisfying ourselves that
the Goremments wonld not b bkl o sufer by them. Obrously e would o mpradens fo too nareowly
disouss tho purchasing price, but it is no sccret that the company has expended about £600,000 on what
is called its Australian Section, i.c., the line between Singapore and Port Dan arwin ; th;\t the New Zealan
line has cost about £290,000, and thc ‘Tasmanian about £70,000; amounting in. all to about £560,000.

Bofore further dealing with thest e Sgures, it is necessury o consider the modo of duplication, Tt
is, a5 we have said, essential that there should bt a complote duplication of the line betwoen Ausiralasia
and Burope. Tasmania and New Zealand should also be secured against accident to their present single
line of communication. This might be cheaply effectod by laying & line between the two colonies them-
selyes, which, in effect, would ivo fo cach an aliernafive means of communieation with the main Austral-
asion system,  The line betweevu Sydaey and Nelson cost £200.000; including tho parshrsoof o sommor.
4 Tine o connect Tasmania and New Zealand would cost sbout, £200,

From England to Singapore, with the cxoeption of the R e slready
e . .
Smgbpore and Australia there is B ons line.  We segret to hare to touch on the sub]wt & o rania of

of the line botyeen Ans s ome of

would
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ould bo incomplate f we e to do so. At the Conforence, il tho expedioncy o duplication was
admitted, no_decision whatever was come to concerning it. In our. opinon o éy n would be
stifacory that dd nob givoan i i e

tho use of the line betweon Adelaide and Port Darwin. Bearing this ne
ane the routes from which selocion ould probebly havo to bo made:—
Zealand to 0, by way of Honolulu

Westorn Australia to Gallo,

Western Australia ortl: West Cope) to Singapore, by way of Jove

Normanton to Port Darwin, partly by wator partly by Jand, and from Port Darwin to Singapore,
by cable Qhroughour touching at Java.

Normaton or Cape York to Singapore, by cable throughout, touching at Java, but not at Port

b S e

Eepr

@

Enq\une el recently been made by Sir Julius Vogel point to the first route being almost

impracticablo o secountf th greet doph of tho water which \\'o\lld Jave o bo puseed through. If
Taid, it is o kely ired, of water is greater than that fram
Vi Bablt ! o 2o it mm citco and Honolulu is
3,250 fathoms, ’Lnt\ at 'l point bemvem\ Honolulu and Ti 8 fathoms. The deepest line yet laid is
mpposea o be 2760 fathom,befwoen Brost and St. Perr, ululsm\e epth from whieh as been
p i bobveon 2400 and 2500 fathoms, At some time or other o cablo will prnbab}{ bo

o

The project o ca,n'ying a line irom San Francisco
o Kmmlu\u, m.\tl Ghotico to. madlate. fo Jupsn and China and o Aush tralia does not appenr fo be
fea » he company’s. system altogother. Having already
St ther o think o company should be liberally dealt with, we. T Eier that it e Gty
buy the present line, it would be better policy to make the dnphcu,tc line touch Java, for the business
it that laco i xpposed to bo consdorable. Bosdes tho Galo lino would. immolv the maintonance
of a separate steamor.  Another ob]cctmn o tho Wostors Austealia zout is, that tho land lins may
not easily be maintained, and at any rate, the use of 11. will not be so ehe mp as that for which the Queens-
land Government would be w.ﬂma the s of its line. The last objection only can be urged to
the third route. 1t would be cheay ay pus i woud not sy Quocnsland, and we doubt
if tho landine could be mado as D ol Faseenin nare B s A U harged on i as tho
Queensland land line. \xstumllbes four and five, we have already said we think the route through Queens-
R e ese e T S e
colony would stnd oo, o atln])!wn oFthe Q.musma route would mean the mduchan of the tariff
through Australia. 1 and Governmont, chargo for messages to Normanton only 1d. or 2d. a
word whilst St A ot o (the throsgh B )
e proportion of 1s. 5. a word We do nof say tho change 4 unreasonablo (considoring tho expenso
st sisk Soult Ausbraliais subject to), but clearly it is altogether mwmmm: mth Lhenp telegrapl
s four and five aro the two ways by which communication can with Queensiand
One by ounsotion with Port. Darin, pactly coble and ol by land line, ma. e
Port Darwin to Singagors, evoiding only the Jars land linos. tho ofher by eatlo from Nomanton or Cape
York to Java, and thence Smg»pom Tl.m cast of route four would beabout £650,000, whilst that of muce
five, from Normanto: ted at from £750,000 to £1,000, 000 ‘We are not aware
vl e ot o sionmt expense of land line of making the starting
‘point from Cape York instead of from Norman Eoute ot sttt rom Normanton
or Cape York ; if tho latter be found preferable, it might be ado,
meg as the Governments mmlr.l m cs:l\ tl)ev slmuld we. thmk be able to get route five carried out
‘than route four, we prefernot expressingan
cpinions Wo ik 16 o flia ot oF} U e T
fullyconsdered.  \Vo areof opinion, howore,tis i the morocorly routo s choven, Queensland should
pay the, d\ﬁumce between it and the less expensive one. we have said, the Queeusland (ﬂ)vemmmt
now charge 1d. or 2d. a word. PR overn-
ment to_join Nows Shuth: Walos and New Zealand . sub sidising a_company to et T
Normanton to Singapore, that Gove nt proposed that the chargo should be seven shillings for twenty
words, or a little over 4d. a word ; but then Queensland was to become liable for cmmd rable sut b!ldy
Under the arrangement we propose, Queensland’s contribution will be so much ar ls t she can_ well
rﬂfwrdwxslmq\mh the fractional charge in excess of 4d. a word, which she formerly
are of opinion that an Sl by way of subsidy should be ’[mud t tho South Australisn
Goresment for ralocing the i fo (hat wich it is agroed shall bo charged through Qugenslaad
With an a,\mual aulmd\' of 0,000, South Ausbrnl %oul( see 1(5 way. o adopt a tariff of 4d.
a wor nmvgul cither to rough land receipts  between the uvo colonies
South -\u:u.dm a.ud Queensland, or clsc tlvu mch should kv«,p |t< own, and that New Zealand,
New South Wales, and Queensland should use the Queenslan the other columes, ﬂ\e Sm;th

Australian route, when both lines were open; and of courso all use R open in_case of disaster
%o the other
The expenditure under our proposal may bo approsimately etimated sa follows —
Port Darwin to Singapore £600,000
290,000

Sydaey to Now Zalon
‘wsmanian line

T Tine proposed. from Tasmania o Now Zaaland

The line proposed from Normanton to Singapore ...

£1,810,000

Four per cent. on which would b... s &0
Add subsidy to South Australin % 10,000
Say £82,400 annually. £82,400

We
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Mo hava uasurally svoido inclatfog the proft, conidenstios, o goodwill which shonld e paid to
the company. Tt should be satisfied with from 10 to 15 per cent. Its shares are now at about 25 per
it, and sch & sale should bo v good {ransaction for 31 coupled with an arrangemont for tho
e e e e e
irtur] monopoly of the Ausiralasin business, Between, what we propose aud. tho position of tho com-
pany if the Government clected to carry a Jine from Western Australi
opinions as to tho Seken e pany. Wohave already said Queensland should pay anything that i
xequired over £050.000 for the connocfion botwoon Normuaton and Singapors. Tho smoustwill bo
anple if the route is by Port Darwin. If a cable the whole way is preforred Queensland should not
heaitato mL y tho differcnco. The arrangement would almostcertainly oo o o s syt
wich has hitherto boen proposcd, whilst wo. think that it does subsfantial justico to South Australia.
Tt musk be borne fa mond that  reduction of fhepresent alnost probibitive e of transmission throngh
Australia s o cardonal Feature of our
catly to b aeon thet the Govornments havo an adrantags ovor tho present and soy othor
company, for, compmy e e e
o thai, four per cent. Tt was-the. kmowlodge of this, togother with the refection that communiation
sk b kept up, and Fuothor oxpenditure nearrod, tht lod s, befors gong into tho figures,foc
Governmentscould with bonofit buy out tho company. Wo havo taken six per cent.
lwv!o“'mﬂ Tato oF the company, although probably it sharchordons ook for & argor returh on their share

& W bevs o o oonder i o e s e T e
Postmaster-Greneral and Superintendent of Telegraphs of South Australia, who pmbablv has the largest
acquaintance with the sul I.\]ect, cable cemmumcu\un with Australia, wrote:—“I have no reliable
information as to the amor Etmﬂif with Java, apart from Australia. 1 believe, however, I am not f:
wrong in assuming that o xuﬂ‘mcv\[ly lnrgu e e working expenses of the Bnu b
At setion by the cabes ebween Singupors and Batavi and Lutveen Bavjoewangio aad
Darwin, leaving the whole of the receipts from e e T e
D e e
hrgcly dsfmv tbs expenxc:s oi working the line. The Governments would be able to reduce sx\s&u\g
expenditure by doi one steamer, and usmg their own_officers for mavy purposes. We thinl
that on the ﬁ\ol $—viz., ﬂ\c two to Singapore, the New Zealand line, the T: ine, anc
a1 —the total expenses should not be more than £12,000
va traffic. Adding this amount to the interest and to. tl‘e yavmeht ef £10,
Nustealin, w6 havo am amount of £04:000. Tho rent of tho. Sin gapore and Indisn scction may also be

added, o equivalont will ppoar on tho othor s1doundo tho head ot rovomno. o roposo tha the ret
51d commesce with tho precent extimated, rovomue, and the fem of ront T
Secton smight bo loft aut on eaeh sider T will , be more satisfactory fo insert them. In order t

Taako the matter dear 1t Wil bo ne wel to oxplain how the 10s. i, which. iy the charge from Landon ta
Adelaide, is divided i—

Tho Company transmiting to India rceives
The Indian Govern;

07

Tostern Extension Lomprmy, India to Singaporo ...
Ditto, Singapore to

South Australia

Making in all 10s. 84. 1 word. 10
the smount receivablo by South Austral, 14. probably.is contidored as the specinl carriago to
Adelaide, for the same payment enables a message to b taken to Melbourno s in which caso it is t0 e
prasiined the Bonih Austalicn Govommment secoims 15, 41 and the Victorian Government 1d. 1]
company (vide Colonel Glover's lotter to the Agents-General of March 9th, 1877) accopt Mr. rodds
xtimate of 235,000 words s epresentig iho annal traflc of tho Ausralan line. Tt is probably within
the mark i ahy rafe, there must be wn improvement goia e would make the rovenu of the
Singapors and Tidia section, ord, 15,600, Sl e SDE oo Avatrlian: Naceb
aword S47000. In acithor caso bt ot ity ot Tosdon:  ha oot
therefore of tho Singapore and it oo ot o 18 600, with an addition of o much of the
ebvean Toia b0 Sl rutere os cabenis Beyond i leies lace’ Db sevents betyeon Joms ead
i would belong to tho Gorommnt,
We hare already incidentally montioned that the seduction to Gs. & word, hih it was proporedto
R e L
M. Tan\dsﬁﬂums and thoseat tho company will sy bimeelf of the point. R
Gs.,if it all caume off the company’s receipts, would loave of its 5s. 7d. a word only 11d. a
Sl for the vhole Gitancs FeomBoxt Dicmin 3 Aadras. " The £20,000 was meant to scoure a word rato
of 6. to Port Darwin_only, which, added to the rate to Adelaido of 1s. 5d., would have made together
e O S propose to include the £20,000 subsidy, our
plan must involve a reduction on the tariff similar to that which that subsidy was designed to secure.
we assume that the revenue will not be less than at present, it is necessary for the correctness of our
“aloulations that any rodustions that are made should Rot resulbia 4 1os foth roventie: Tt wllof coursd
o apen to the Goternments when, they own tho lnos, to consider tho queetion of furthor redustions.
There are many people who believe that considerable sy be made without loss of revenuc.
s e T T i s
xedustions we propose. The reduct 1 from 9. 80 o Port Darwi, o G which it was proposed toscruro
by tho subsidy, amounts o 3 this amount 1s. 1d. will be covered by the reduction wo
an th rate of tnnm| o ﬂn-mlgh Australia. There js thus left 2. 2d., which we confi
Sontend sy o e 1 (the presont rate ovor tho bwo sections from “Port Darwin to
pore and Stagapore £ Indm), vithout d ing the gross revenue. That is to say, wo aro of opinion
el il e Bagiand will taduce & wuliciont inereass
of
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of busios to fully compensate the reduction of 2 2. on the ssetons betwsen Port Davwin uad Tndia.
As to the reduction in t fo cont of runsmission botwoon Addaido aud Port Darwi, Lhumpml dealt

it by subidy, pacly. by promumed incosso of buaines. L adiition, we s rd. (which is
o & roduction of 5% word, tharate now fee o o the rete slablshod
e Austral w me.d without ai iminishing the Foronis st

i Gt e s S s o Bt

ia to Singapore £18,600
Singapore to Port. 47,000
Sydney to New Zeal 14,000
Subsidy paid by Now South Wales and New Zealand Governments 7,500
Australs o Tuamanin, sbout L 5000
g s e ¥ o 3500
The proposed subsidy 1 i o 20000
£115,600

i refurence o the subsidy on the Now Zealand lino, it has only eght yesrs to xun, but it ot
be. qucmoned that by that time all need for it will have v:
mount set down for the proposed Now i i Mammiman o' moieraie: The
cxpendxture OF £04,100 with the ront. of the Singapor o Tadia soction of 18,600, amounts to £113,000.
Deducting this from the revenue, thor is o mall balanco lefs of £2,600. But tho exponditure doos not
includsinforost on whatorer sum i may b dscided fo pay.the company in exces of the valioof tho
lines purchased. Our calculation merely takes the cost of the lines without an L goodwill.
WEsbeves it lluwacs oy blfxd fia el oot 6 P g G e o
rorenue and expenditure wo have justrfenred to.  Should thero be an excess it will merely mcan that
tho £20,000 subsidy is slightly of thin kind hree o four thousand pounds &
year, apportioned amongst all the culnmw, it not of m oment. Bemles, It tho £20000 subsidy is
Jightly tncrcased 1 i to bo borae in mind that tho smount will be reducible by increase of business; and
usels 18 Dattoe £ oy o 5l maone For & ysas o fmo, withi prompect GF.enbetantial rednssionsinto
S s b e of Do, 3o must indoed oxprees the npmmn that
the estimates of revenuo aro much within what the rovenue will really_amouat to c
fines will gise, o thosedicposed to ws the elegraph argel, N aasd o oo e safety of rlomg 0.
of resorve, sinking, or_ro-construction fund, is ono that, requires consideratio 4
Secyiaid I e G than' s mm,nuv, bosanso the Goveraments aro in & batte
position to meet contingenciesthan i a privato company. T our opinion the socond or dy Phcm lins
the equivalent of a rescrved fund, and no other seems to be necossary. The duplicate line is not want
o much for orkah e u s et g < A Goreraments shoulddo o maintain
e, the xpendituro on which must necesarly bo marsble steamer, and the maintenance
and ropairs sho il Jrom tine 8o 6me be callod upon t ofect, wo includo. in the odinary expenditare.
The cost of any extraordinary reparation we consider will be fully covered by the increase of revenue to
which o hne reforred hit ncrease may during some years “reduce the Tato of subsidy included in
our calenlations, or even aford » proft in cXeess of 1t in othor years, on the other haud, 1t may be all
req

& 0 e ol of lurphlsu or doficiencies, theso might either bo divided in proportion to the
populstions of the sorersl colonies oF 1 proportion to. the several takings colony.  The work
should be divided into staff, or general S By this plan the total cost of management would be
much reducod, as tho ordinary Govorument offcers could perform the local work. The oost of tho
general or staft work could be apportioned amongst tho colonios i the amo way s it was decided to
dinide tho recipts—i . dthor n proportion to pnpulnllan o the rspectve rceipt.

e e e e G e ands,
bacans s moRILERY K8 appresatod by tho colonion which baroso lnu" had reason to bo satisfiod
with the Grovernment control and manag jand lines. Jowever, observe that the
L e e e S
commonly ancipatod

o Goveramonts at the Conforance at Syduey in 187 veomed unanimously toapprove of the
I 1 G e s g o e i AU e
i, aud Ausiralasan Governments, ‘Our pro last-mentioned Governments would
Socuze X oF 15 nee, may work batbor thin & SxipaFite Mmug,emeut Thero is probably abetter
PROSPLSKD, tis Boglith and Todian Goraraments £
1t bo found b0 work wll than o procuring

g the example of the Colonial Governments if
pumm A8 flen i o eiple pasnarhip L TEAEA e
expeet, increased re ind largoly augmented facilitics arise from tho step we now propose its results
will povertully infuonce the Britahand Indion Goveraments
intond to send a copy of this memorandum to our respective Governments we may be
permitted to observe that accident rathor than design has ld fo this movemot being confinod t) ourselvos.
We have had frequent opportunities of dmmmg it, and we have found that our opinions in the main
harmonise.  We thought i bttor no ttroa it as n Agont-Gnorals question, to dscuss which, courteny
might have required of us that we should requut,thrt il s GGl o B8 Tonton s piasen
taives of other coonies. Tho question doss ot indeod come bofore us as Agents-Gener, exceptin
hey may foel thomselves callod upon % ropresent fo their reapsctive Goveraents the hapressions which
they Fromn fimo to thme rescivo. 1o thus sxprosing these e
Governments, or embarrass their actions for themsolves.
(i ants Gonaral 8t Bor Nl avi Qemcalin | wonla Howarer, probatly el dhse the
i il e v et laog ot o R A 5wt oy il ot fnto
ithout cosaltation vith their GGovoraments. Oa' tho wholé, therofore, W bave thought it betier
conflae ourslvos to placing on record morely the results of our own discassious sad caloalations, 5

which we have now the honour to invite your consideration.
ARCHD. MICHIE.
JULT VOGEL.

London, 1st August, 1877.
No. 4.
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No. 4.
Sour A
INTERRUPITONS ON ANGLO-AUSTRALIAN TELEGRAPH, 1872-78

RALIA.

Port Darwin Line Interruptions fron its Completion in 1872 to 29th March, 1875.

e Tnerraptd,  Tongthof nterption. Sistion s Gana
12
Auguatalo id“y Sies } Betwaen Peake and Charlotte Waters.
Total .. Gdays
1873.
Jonuary 23 3 days Boween Beltans and Strangwars Springe
March 6 s « Between Peake and Charlotte Wate
April 8 95 Between Katherino and Yam Creck.
May 2 32 Beiwoen dlico Spings and Barmow’s Creck.
August 24 2 . . Bebween Daly Waters and Katheri
September 16 2, .. Between Tennant’s Creek and Pm\zll 's Creek.
December & 5 Botaveen Daly Waters and Katherine.
Total 18 days
1874-
January 3 days. Between Powell's Creek and Daly Wat
et 27" 11 Betwoen Ualy Watcrs and Kathorine.
M 3 7 i} Dotween Port Augusta and Boltana
ﬂgﬁa 7 3 2} Betwoon Daly Waters and Kutherine.
September 25 . 2 .. Between Charlotte Waters and Alice Springs.
October 9 4, " Between Yam Creck and Southport.
Total ... 20days
1875.
Juary30 2 days . Betweoy Ohrloic Waiostund Alco Springs. Tusulator o, and Tne
nching iron polo.
March 18 Al .. Between D’xlv ‘Waters and Katherine. Natives cut wire.
May 29 T i Bemeen Bdm and St\m)ﬂways Springs. Insulator off, and line
uching iron poles
June 10 LA IS s Bet\wcu vaell"{ Creek and Daly \thers. Insulator broken by
line on iron bracl
Avgustls . 2, Botwreen Yaum Oreek and Southport,  Insulator broken; line on iron
September3 ... 2 . Between Powcll'n Creek and Daly Waters. Insulator broken by
hatives; 1o on iron brackot.
October 18 Botveen Beak and Ohaslotto. Waters:  Line touching lightniag
December 10 . Between Charlotte Waters and Alice Springs. Insulator 3 e
touching lightning-rod.
Total
1876.
February 26 .. 2 days. Between 'lumxult': (,N,ck and Powell’s Creek. Insulator off; line
ing iron
March 5 % 2, . Between Powell'n (A‘e!:l\ Mld Daly Waters. Insulator off; line touch-
iron pole.
A nl %6 o Berwe-i R Swind Sirangvays Springs. Inlator
5 5 Between Port Augusta and Beltana, Lino broken a6 Mnr&lm.t Creck.
Mx,y 29 » Between Ilun and Temn\lt'n Lreeks Teams ran over wire and

Soptember 11... 4 e S Sirngags Springs, alo Port Augustsand Bel-
ana.  Tnsulator off ; lino touching iron pol.
Novombor10... 3 . Botwoen Beltans and ‘Strangways Springs. [nsulatorsoff, line touchig

November29.. 1 Botween \ & . Craci and.Sothport.. Tnsulatoe ot Line touching o

December27... 2 , ... Between Pomuu Creek and Daly Waters. Natives broke insulators,
ine touching iron poles.

Total ... 26 days
1677.
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Wi Inarroptd. Length o nterruption. Staton nd Cuse.
1877.

January 1L ... 1day Between Peake and Charlotte Waters. Insulator off, line touching iron
pole. :

March 19 = g . Between Powell's Creek and Daly Waters. Insulator off, line touching

Tune 1 o Botwoen Belians and Strangvays Springs. Piece of wire twisted
round line-wire and

June 11 A ... Between Port Auguxm's and eltm.m Line broken half-mile south of

Avgustd . 2, Between uqu vmm and Kathorino. Line broken midway between

September 21 1 ‘Betweon Beltanmrand Strangways Springs. Broken thirty miles north

October 9 1. . Toveon Gharltio Waters and Alico Springe, Nasives buming grur,

t some poles down,
October 14 ... 8 . Hetween Ahcc Sprm'vx and Barrow’s Creek. Bush fires.
November 6 3 & well's Creek and Daly Waters. Natives breaking two

sulators at North Noweastle. e

November10 ... 2 , .. Between Barmwxsaud Tomant’s Creo. Lightning bresking vl
and line on iron pole

P

November 14 ... 1, Betwi
and line on iron poles.

Novamber0 .. 2 .. Bewoon Tomants and I‘owdl’x Crecks. ~Lightning broke insulators

ind line on iron

December 4. - Between var,ll' Creek 1ml D'lly Waters.  Lightning broke insulators
and line on iron poles.

December § . Between Yam Crook and Southport. Lighting broke five insulators

g Brching =ty e

Decomber 13 ... 1 ,, . Between Alm:. Springs “and Burrow’s Oreck. Natives cut out a
shackle

Decomber15 ... 3 ,, Between Powell‘s Creok and Daly Waters. - Lightning knocked down

veral poles, line on ground S

Docember25 .. 8 , ... Botween Dowoll’s Croek and Daly Waters Tightning broke two fu-
= <uhLm~s line touching iron poles. Also_botween Beltana.

“Total . 34 days nd Strangways Springs. Line chafed through insulator;

Eouched iron pole
1878,
January 1 1 day Beimeon athorino and Yom Creck. - Largotre fulling acroms e ot
& of river.

January 14 e Botween Daly Waters and Kathorino, Bush fio and heary storm,
Dblown tree across li ot season has een exception-
iy bad Fox cyclones and terrifs thnderstor

February 9 (B8 Between B»,rmw 's and 'J‘crma,n(:‘q Crceks Lightning bmkn insulators,

e touching iron polos.

Marchl5 .. 5 ,, .. Between PolLAugusmaud eltana.  Heavyfloods at W!llochnwalhed

poles down, and line on ground covered with

March 23 %, Betwoon ChasbottoN atonn nd Alice Springs. Se\enpolss burnt, wn:y
miles south of Alice Springs, and line on gror

March 25 2, Botwoon Ponko anil lharlofte Wi, Mzcoptionaiip] henvy floods.

March 29 o ek Between Charlotte Waters and Alice Springs. Line brol

174 days.
Cable Iﬂtampmmt

oo Interrutad, Whon Restorad betwoon

June 22 October 20 ... Port Darwin and Banjoewangie.

1873,
February 21 ... February 24  Land line e Boeki and Banjorngie
March 31

April 2 Batavia and Sings

May 12 - Muyod . Pong and Ma
Tuy1z D guly13 Tand fine 50 miles from Banjoewsngie:
Notember 20 | Nojembor 33 Singapore o Penang,

1874,
May 20 .. May3l
August 13 A : 2
‘“g“ o1 c " AH;\“;L > Batavia and Singapore.
Decanbe

. December 26
Biackine i v abified 16 e S Mtati = S ottt & Sapore
on the 18th December.

1875
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Whon Tnterrupred.  When Restored. Whero botwean
1875.

Soptamher 2 Batavia and Singapore.
Novenbe 15 Daamber o4 enaas el adtas

Septéur s Soptontinie }

1876.

Moreh 5 .. Augusi 24 ... Povang and Modms,
pril 24 August 7 Port Darwin and Java.

Obiabor 22 Novomoer 30 Dotentaand Singapore.
1877.

February 26 March 2 Batavia and Singagapore.

July 13 July 17 Singapore and Penang.

Septenbor: 26 October 13 ... Batavia and Smgnporf
October 81 ... Singapore
i D1 Pt Dot foewangie.

Ja.nuny S Tebruary ... Batavia and Singapore.
wch 11 .. March 13 Land line between Sitoenda and Sourabaya.

. 10DD,
Postmaster-General and Superintendent, of Telegraphs.

Goneral Post Office, Adelaide, March 29th, 1878,

No. 5.

F. 24870, Electric Telegraph Departmo
aclatle, 15th April, 1870,

Horing bad seveal interviows mith Commander Nol Osborn, TN, v which the objects of his
‘mission were discussed, I have now the honour to submit the following remarks and suggostions for the
carly consideration of tho Govermment, it boing desirablo that some decision should bo arrived &6 T
the next outgoing mail.

shorn ropresnts h Telegraphic Construction und Maitonsnce Company, who have
entered into contracts for the construction of the line projecte TMelegraph
G o e A-vnut e eral and. is hotewich
spponda

Every offer hitherto has involved the payment of large subsidies; but, so far as appears, the
%yvopwmon now submitted requires no such responsibility, but relics wholly on the traffc for paymen.
eme well considered and supported. by an experioncod and povertul comproy, capabl of
carnying out the work to a suceossful completion. us aro the necessary facilities for
‘bringing the cable to our shores, land for stations, T
land section.
s no unimportant, consdorsion tha the cable to o Jnid wil etually form  portion of an
integral through undor ono rco, therefore,
incidental to divided control and foreign operators.
S arotho liered s faroursblo conditions andor which the schemo e now placel before . T

would therefore, in view of the importance of telegraphic communication with our Northern Territory,

and tho de»\nbﬂny of oponing up an brerland route,strobgly advise that overy offortshould be made before
‘omman Olbom leaves us to secure the landmg of the cable at Port Darwin;; for although that p!um-

is named in k.h ectus, I understand that it is by no means ccrt.un that it will be actually taken there

\inloss South Australi tnke somo sicps to seoure i.
capitalists have, very naturally, great reluemuce to encounter unkno\\‘u obs(acles w(l
dangers—even though the dangers ma l.ve e imaginary than real—in erecting an ining a lan
line through an unseitled country. "and Gorrecily 50, that the local e
Detter poumon for. o mg out this pnrb ot work ; and it would consequently req = lmlo
argument, on the ucensland 1o induce the company to abandon all idea. of a lan carn
their cable m-m dxreet to ﬂm .}.om of Cu])en(lna, thus excluding our Northern Te\‘n&ory fmm 1
‘the advantages AndT ro resy
fully remind you, that Nuw sm}. ‘Wales and Quewﬂnd mutually agreed to ‘subeidize M, Frasor's
seleme o tho exiontof &£ per annum, unai
may o o Mtk 25 the e I byt Poet Darwi s Busketows 3
finally decided on, it will take Stuart’s track as far as the Roper River, where it meets Gregory’s, which
i thot 5o aloged f ket connecting t}u.mw th the Quoensland system.
Eion fotat \mmm to considor (and fortunately it is a,q\lemon in which the other
colonies as well as the company are all equally mtexssted) is, whether we shall be content to depend on
o Ghcat ot o gt Mot occssnl o R0 o Froqiont Meesuption, ox whetlon o il Aohbe for
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our ow inforest {0 cay a linoaeros tho conincaty oithor it o Poxt Darwin o to somo poiat on
the company’s line. If we wont direct to Port Darwin the company would, no doubt, abandon their
land section and terminate there.
1t is some eleven or twelve years since I first drew the attention of the Government to the

praticability of erecting a land line from Port Augusta to the Northorn Coast, and cvory addition to our
L’uowlcdgc ‘of the interjor since cqmmd has mnﬁnncd the views I then advanced.
< to consid undertako the responsibility of a line right through,
trom Port Augusts to Port Darwin, i i wmpmm simultancously, or as noarly so as possible, with tho
landing of the cable, i.c., by the cud of 1871—the company pledging themselves to terminate the cablo

o oF seonnd, (o et the compan. cOustmicE their ,.WM\\ Il 1o Burketon, but reservo the

mht tu connect \mh them at. xomo intermediate p r Nicholson.
o disiancesaro a fllows —Trom Poxt DEta. o Dot Darwin 1350 on g 1,600 il to
tho Roper any 1400 to the Nishelson, sy 1,

it plan, if Stuarts track were followed, would securo the whole of tho traffc fo South
Aunmha, Dut there would bo tho disadvantago of dopending on & singlo linc, which would be obviated by
¢ to tho Nicholson, or by latting Quésasland counest vith s, at oither the Nickolaon or Bopes,
Sechriing to tho rote
TE ks sscond plan s adopted, we shall have o arvive af some arrangement as to the division of
trafic—vhat messages shall ol via South_Australia, and what via Quecnsland.
imples aps the most cquitable, arrangement wwould be a fixed tariff common to both
routes, palh u,.nl e s e
!iconsidration of tie whols question induces 1 fo recomend tint tho Goverument
should uv\du’hlre fo ntroduco o measure, immediately after the now Parlismont mests, for pror
Semlal Gt B L e G L
Gommander Otborn guskaniing, on tho pm oF tho compuny, to e e g
uhderaaady Comminges Obbori wotld b e wilag o dos o a oost s rpsommond o bho Britt
mpany, with whom 1o would Comimunicats, & savo time, by the Tndo-Buropean telograph

1
1o remore all caute for feslonay, as wll as to provido an altemmat
invited to co ent point ; and this, in my. opmmn. . would etter.
e abeG m,pm Greok with radiatin it to sk capita, i g oot muggatod, bt hoh
Jare how o invlve 3 ueless expenditurs of mone
company would, no doult, readily fall fn with his plan, as heir connection with two

uulnpmdcnt Toitos would milko.thorn seoure from interrapHon, on’ advantegd of eAtal importance fo the
colonies.

With regard to cos, it wil much depend on timber being found along the routs, Much of the
country is, 1 believe, destitute of serviceable trecs, and transport will therefore form a serious item.
Dropost, however, £ use only ftsen or twenty polge to tho mile, and, in somo placos, stons cairns, and b»

o Queandand souli e

this means keep the expondiure down. _ I would not be mfg o citimate tho cost o Jss than £50 per
il or ey, £120,000 whi is ..«mn would recommend should be provided by lo
Wo might rec for a portion—say ono-fourth or o hid by’ tho silo of lnd.in tho

orthern Ty which tho mem h would
s mintenincs: having twolines £ dopend. upon; it would not bo necensry to hare
o together. ~Stations at tho Blinman and Yudanamuntana Mines on tho ine of
railway of 200 mllgs would be supported by local traffic. As far as pastoral stations e
not Tequire an ext staff, as wo could casily arrange with the scttlers to assist in keeping the lmcm
ondo, 4., 10 Ropaie casualies, Throo or four tations with four win et

over the inirio g tho Nicholon or Roper.  Tho sl mainienanos would probably e esceod ES000,
“Revonior—Tho company rookon sity-fro messapes each s vay por diem fox 330 working days. 31
ciimato i provious roports was ouly twendy.f1vo ssch way, o Ry e diom, and. ths moderats caleulation,

essage, would yield £8,250, or a little more than the cost of maintenance, leaving the interest
on frat outlay Snprovided for, That i sl oue geistng linos o they barely pay thebx workiog oxpouses.
1t 10 o doubts thab they. udieetly more than reyey ho-colony by the. Faciliies they asord o tho
rco of the country. It should be borne in mind that the business will yearly increase with the
growt ﬂ.\ of the cnloma‘v 5 .'md further, that tl\e line will promote more than anything else the development
of the North. i be no doubt of its being remunerative in a fow years.
‘We might .-mcn an actual saving on ﬂw ccompletion of the line b) (.oummmg the bnneh mail
servico to King George's Sound, \\luch, i dirct tlsgraphic communication with England
Ionger be so necessar e second plan is adopted, md o comei company’s S
Nicholson, £100,000 will bo suffiont, bt wo shoutl i ok R Queensland.
Blsds sl ana i conimelcAielme o ikt s o Q1 BRI e e
we havo simply & branch line connecting with the main to Guecnslan
Should t! Gevommem coneur in the views vould t that i
should bo takon for m tho Surveyor-Goneral zrcporhmbﬂ(hobmt Fouts, which bis extnsive
Jknowledge of the coumry T has, T tl\mk a E‘“ eyors well ulmuccd
dastorn: boundary, who might porhaps be mado usefal as 4 fiying expedition, with a
discovering the muﬁe oﬂem—\" the greatest facilitis. As the cable \vxll l.ve l'ud y the end of 1871 “e
have no txme to los tever is done must bo done quickly.
iclusion, T vould Gbsteve that 1 3 nest o impossitle fox moro fsvourable terms o be offorel
ta'us; and, i vo fail o aceopt them, e must bo prapaxed fo leavo.to. Goonsland. ho oxelusive banowr
of haing, through her own unaided enterprice and snorgy, afforded 1o the Ausiralion colonien. gho
immense advantages of telegraphic Commniostmt i O ohols vl belta O geographical
‘position and our intelligence alike prohibit this.

1 have, &e.,
CHARLES TODD,
The Hon. the Treasurer. Superintendent of Telographs.
a No. 6.
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